
Introduction to 
Farmer Field School 

(FFS)



=A participatory learning process

=Farmer is the center of learning, learning 

by doing.

=Based on  farmersô experience,   

farmers 'need farmer practice.

=Environmental factors

=Social concerning

= Economy etc.

Farmer  Field  School : FFS



Topics  

ºWhat is FFS

ºWhy FFS is needed

ºHow to do FFS

ºHow beneficial of FFS



Farmer field School 
ºFFS =  farmer use field as school.

ºFFS is one of the technology 

transferring method.

ºFFS donót need class room, no teacher, 

no text book.

ºFFS need  field.

need farmer.

need facilitator.

need farmer participation.



- Farmers use field as school

- Need field  

FFS  real  meaning



4 School ,classroom, teacher are not necessary  



- Need shade nearest the field 



- Farmer and facilitator are all learners



Objective

ºFarmerôs learning

ºFarmerôs adoption

ºFarmerôs practice

ºTechnology transfer by practice, 

prove, test ,experiment

ºEmpower farmer decision making

ºImprove thinking process



Lecture and participatory learning

Lecture Participatory learning

1. Information from speakers 1. research and study

2. Remember 2. think, discuss and    

experiment
3. Individual 3. group learning

4. Learn from lecturer 4.Learn and share among   

participant

5. One way communication 5. Two ways, learn    

together

Lecturer are facilitator are the learner, 

learning together with Farmer 



Problems of technology

ºMany technology or research are 

in the shelter

ºCannot practice

ºToo difficult for farmerôs practice

ºNot based on farmerôsproblems

ºToo complicated

ºCome in package



Technology transfer

ºFarmerôs knowing not learning

ºDo not change farmerôs adoption

ºDo not change farmerôs practice

Result

ºThe problem still exist



Brown Plant Hopper
(BPH)

BPH heavy infestation in 1992



BPH infestation in 2020



¸Pest population concerning many factors ex.       

host plant, fertilization, variety, weather, etc. 

¸Those factors are related to each others 

in ecology.

¸Ecological factors are related to farmers 

practiceé

¸The change of pest population are also caused   

by farmers practice.

¸IPM practice is involved pest population   

reduction to the balance.

¸How to bring IPM to farmers practice 

is most importance.

IPM is the facts that can be explained



¸ IPM  are known as Integrated Pest Management 

since 1982

¸Farmers  also know IPM in term of concept

¸Farmers still use only one method in IPMé.    

pesticides,  herb , microbialéetc.

¸IPM need practical work to reach 

the concept

¸IPM not for farmers but have to do 

by farmers

From IPM  to IPM Farmer Field School



- Food and Agricultural Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO)

- Use FFS  for IPM  implementation to 

farmer ôs practice.

- Success story in Indonesia, Philippines 

and others

- Introduce to Thailand since  1992

- 1 st school is rice IPM FFS in Manorom

district, Chainat province

- 1998 (6 year later) FFS first spreaded through    

the country

IPM Farmer Field School



IPM implement to farmer trough FFS

¸Change opinion, practice

¸Compete with the pesticides

¸Slowly results but sustainable

¸Start with the open mind farmer, or infested fields.

¸With their needed (organic ,safety)

¸With the farmer group or farmer association

¸Learning activities (Through participatory   

approach)



IPM  Farmer Field School activities

¸Long season training ( through out the season)

¸Many factors have to be proved and 

learned during the season

¸ Many occurring situation that shown the 

important role in IPM are always occurred daily,   

weekly which need to be proved for better   

understanding 

- Start before planting to the harvesting

- Participant  are all farmers who have the same   

problem ( 25-30)

- Available, curious  to join and learn



MAJOR PRACTICAL WORK IN IPM FIELD

1. GROW HEALTHY PLANTS - BY FOLLOW

RECOMMENDATION

2. REGULAR SURVEY - AESA 

3. USE NATURALïECOLOGY CONCEPT/ IPM

4. FARMER IS EXPERT- EMPOWER FARMER

DECISION



1.Gathering  all data needed - crop calendar

2. Problem identification - causes of problem

3. Find all possible knowledge, technology 

available to solve the problem

4. Select most suitable method to available 

factors.

5. Field trial / experiment (all activities in FFS 

weekly /prove selected methods)

6. Conclusion and recommendation

important process



participatory learning  

FFS is tool of learning



ȗǵ̞Ȅ̞Ȇȝ̤ǽ(Crop Calendar)



Set up learning 

activities and learning 

field  based on 
farmerôs problem

Problem analysis



FFS activities
º Based on problems

º Based on location

º Based on economics

º Based on socials

º Based on community

º Based on specifics problems

º Based on farmers needed



- Learn  from same factor

- Use different experience and knowledge

- Sharing, discus and make the decision 

together

- Field trial, experiment, study, research,  

are needed to prove if any argument

- All data gathering and analyze

Specify learning activity/ FFS 
curriculum



- Field trial



IPM learning through FFS

From real situation

Discovery learning


